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My name is Madison Hernandez
Sagittarius

Los Angeleno
Mexican
Queer

Proletariat
Pleasure-Indulger

Cannabis Researcher & Consumer



CANNABIS



What is the
Cannabis
Support Group?
A non-judgmental cannabis consumption space for cannabis
consumers of all levels and backgrounds to feel the
opposite of stigma.  To honor our consumption.

A review on the current trends of cannabis and the systems of
oppression that were created to try to keep the cannabis
consumer down.

Not only will we be sparking up, we’ll be speaking up.

YAY CANNABIS



 CONSUMPTION is OPTIONAL

02.
START LOW,

GO SLOW
STAY

HYDRATED

01.



CODE OF CONDUCT
I will not judge anyone’s Cannabis consumption.1.
I will treat all participants with consideration and courtesy.2.
I will strive to create an environment where everyone feels
welcomed.

3.

I will participate actively with the spirit of collaboration,
learning and discovery in mind.

4.

I will refrain from demeaning, discriminatory or harassing
behavior and speech.

5.



Turn in
waiver
please pass your pens up as well

Thank you for signing your waivers



CHECK-IN

coming up: sharing segment



Share your Answers



Current Trends 
What’s Going on?





Recreational
Cannabis Allowed



Current Trends 
Since 2018, under Prop 64, Taxes for
cannabis are currently close to 30%.

Why it Matters:
At this rate, we have already paid for each of us to have
cannabis for life. 



}
}
}

401,599,641
2018

646,597,247
2019

820,300,872
¾ of 2020

How it Started

https://www.cdtfa.ca.gov/dataportal/dataset.htm?url=CannabisTaxRevenues


How it’s Going

5,176,732,718
2023}

} 2,440,475,265
2024

https://www.cdtfa.ca.gov/dataportal/dataset.htm?url=CannabisTaxRevenues


No Medical Rec
needed



Current Trends 
Cannabis as a Commodity.

Why it Matters:
No Medicinal Credibility means only consumer laws apply.

When we are no longer patients in the state’s eyes, we are
not protected the same way.



https://cannabis.ca.gov/resources/data-dashboard/daily-sales-customer-type-item-category-report/


Cannabis is Legal



Current Trends 
Cannabis is still Federally Illegal.

Why it Matters:
 Legalization does not equal decriminalization. 



United States



California State



City Details Available here

Los Angeles County

Do only 26% of Los
Angeleno’s consume

cannabis? 

What about the workers?

Then why does only 26%
of Los Angeles County

allows Cannabis
businesses?

Marijuana Use and Public perceptions
in Los Angeles County

36.5%

https://cannabispermits.com/regulations/state/california/los-angeles-county/
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/sapc/MDU/SpecialReport/Marijuana-Use-and-Public-Perceptions-in-Los-Angeles-County.pdf
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/sapc/MDU/SpecialReport/Marijuana-Use-and-Public-Perceptions-in-Los-Angeles-County.pdf


Legal is Safer 
than Illegal



Current Trends 
LA Times: The dirty secret of
California’s legal weed. (06/24)

Why it Matters:
Cannabis Contamination is not a secret  - at least not to the Workers.
No “clean cannabis” reinforces that Cannabis = Bad for you.





The War on Drugs
is Over



The War 
on Drugs

18:30 - 20:35

https://youtu.be/Ivd9Fzh4BrY?si=z15RJqEWRrFPMR0b&t=1106
https://youtu.be/Ivd9Fzh4BrY?si=z15RJqEWRrFPMR0b&t=1106
https://youtu.be/Ivd9Fzh4BrY?si=z15RJqEWRrFPMR0b&t=1106


Being a Cannabis
Consumer, Lover,

or Ally is 
a political act



Check Voter Status: Who Represents Me?

https://voterstatus.sos.ca.gov/
https://www.laforward.org/who-represents-me


OUR EXTERNAL ENVIRONMENTS OUR INTERNAL ENVIRONMENTS

The Legal consequences

as a result of Cannabis.

The Social stigma that

somehow stills works.

How the body internalizes

Legal and Social shame.

Coming Out Green vs

Being in the Green Closet 

Why Cannabis Support?



The Closet
Doors
Analyzing the Systems of
Oppression that keep
people in the Green Closet.

Presented by Madison Hernandez



Why be Closeted?

“The Green Closet”

1.
forced in by The Closet Doors™2.
the safety of the inside1.

SHARING SEGMENT



Institution Ideology





Institution

Ideology

Out of the Closet

In the Closet

Heteropatriarchy
White Supremacy

Patriarchy
Capitalism

Colonialism

Heteropatriarchy
White Supremacy

Patriarchy
Capitalism

Colonialism



Systems of Oppression

Hetero
Patriarchy

White 
Supremacy

ColonialismCapitalism

Patriarchy

coming up: sharing segment



HETERO
PATRIARCHY
WORKERS SUBJECTED TO THE 

STRAIGHT MALE GAZE

STRAIGHT MALES ASSUMING
AUTHORITY AT EVENTS AND IN

CONVERSATIONS OVER WOMXN
AND QUEER PEOPLE

Anyone else? 
WHITE

SUPREMACY
MORE MEDIA EXAMPLES OF WHITE

STONERS VS BIPOC STONERS

WHITE MEN “OWNERS”

BIPOC IN JAIL FOR WHAT WHITE
POEPLE ARE PAID TO DO NOW

COLONIALISM
CORPORATE CULTURE ASSUMED A

BETTER MODEL THAN THE
COMMUNITY MODEL ESTABLISHED

ORIGINALLY THE INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES LAND BUT OWNERSHIP
NOW DOES NOT REFLECT THAT

CLOSETED POLITICIANS

CAPITALISM
AS A CANNABIS WORKER, 
NOT BEING PAID ENOUGH

AS A CONSUMER, A 30% TAX 

THE GOVERNMENT NOT USING THE
BILLIONS THEY MAKE FOR WHAT WE
WANT OUR TAX DOLLAR$ TO GO TO

PATRIARCHY
MEN THINKING THEY CAN SMOKE

MORE THAN WOMEN

CREEPY/ OLD/
BORING/UNQUALIFIED/MEAN MEN IN

THE INDUSTRY

SALES DETERMINED BY VOLUME VS
QUALITY OF EXPERIENCE





Outcomes &Traits
of Oppression

We have to name the personal side
effects that are as a result of these

systems of oppression.

Who Benefits from our Silence?

THE SYSTEM IS NOT BROKEN, IT IS FIXED.



“Every
Cannabis user
is a medical
patient
whether they
know it or not”
Dennis Peron - Cannabis Advocate



WHO IS OUT GREEN?



SHARING SEGMENT

CANNA SHOW AND TELL

YOU: “Hi, My name is _____________ and I am a cannabis consumer/ lover/etc.
and this is my _______so and so________”

EVERYONE: “Yay Cannabis”

If you brought cannabis or a device:



Thank you GROUNDFLOOR
 COMMUNITY MANAGERS

MEMBERS/ FOUNDERS

Thank you for the work that you all do to keep this space beautiful and comfortable.
ME ENCANTA!

Thank you for accommodating so we could get to this moment:
another LA GROUNDFLOOR Cannabis Event 

(Optional Consumption Included)

THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE! 



Special
Thanks to...
The Social Impact Center
Dr. Rob Chlala
Chelly of Xicali Products
 1st Dispensary Coworkers



Thank
you very
much!
www.hadisonmernandez.com

Presented by Madison Hernandez Stay Connected

https://dot.cards/madisonhernandez

https://dot.cards/madisonhernandez

